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ESCAPE  //  CAPE KIDNAPPERS

The Farm 
AT C

A
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C
ape K

idnappers is a rugged eight-kilom
etre headland 

that sits at the south-eastern extrem
ity of N

ew
 

Zealand’s H
aw

ke’s Bay. H
ere —

 situated betw
een the 

headland and the coastal settlem
ent of Te A

w
anga —

 
lies the site of the original w

orking farm
 station. Six-thousand 

acres of verdant rolling hills, w
hich dram

atically plunge into 
the Pacific O

cean, off
er spectacular scenery and the location of 

the aptly nam
ed Farm

 at C
ape K

idnappers. 
Built on the site of an original w

orking sheep station, T
he 

Farm
 at C

ape K
idnappers w

as envisaged as a hom
age to the 

vernacular tradition of w
orking buildings w

here guests could 
gain a sense of place, rather than the buildings and interiors 
m

erely looking like a typical high-end hotel. 

W
O

R
D

S
 //T

IN
A

 ST
E

P
H

E
N

 
 



Log
g

ia off
ers d

ining w
ith g

rand
stand 

view
s over the surround

ing farm
land

, 
and out tow

ard
s the P

acifi
c

Sed
icaer sp

id
unt, il im

int p
arciist q

uo 
exp

lab
orerum

 ip
sand

is alitios

The snug off
ers g

uests a relaxed 
and cosy sp

ot to enjoy a g
lass of the 

hotel’s aw
ard

-w
inning w

ine selection
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ESCAPE  //  CAPE KIDNAPPERS

O
w

ners Julian and Josie R
obertson engaged 

A
uckland architect A

ndrew
 Patterson to execute 

the conceptual design for the lodge and adjacent 
cottages. Julian w

as instrum
ental in the design 

process and w
orked closely w

ith A
ndrew

 on 
the initial concepts and then later w

ith the 
interior designers. The focus w

as for the hotel to 
resem

ble a cluster of farm
 buildings that w

ould 
blend naturally w

ith the landscape and look 
right at hom

e on the ridge above the cape.
In keeping w

ith the farm
house vernacular, 

A
ndrew

 designed large lodge-style buildings to 
accom

m
odate guests and a w

orking hotel, but 
also to encom

pass a sense that the building had 
been there for a w

hile. The original concepts 
for the design w

ere challenging in situ, w
ith a 

diffi
cult built site and a tight tim

efram
e for 

the project. 
D

esigned w
ith a distinct focus to sit on the 

land, The Farm
 at Cape K

idnappers is centred 
on the m

ain lodge building, housing the 
hospitality spaces, and the individual suites.

Initially, m
ost of the guests w

ere golfers but 
in the 10 years since the building’s com

pletion, 
this has expanded to a m

uch broader clientele. 
The design concept of the lodge —

 w
ith 

individual cottages —
 focuses on extended 

visits, w
ith guests often staying m

ultiple nights. 
Throughout the lodge, the dining spaces 

w
ere specifically designed to each have their 

ow
n distinct character, so guests can experience 

unique dining settings and styles over their stay. 
This includes a heated loggia overlooking the 
cape, the m

ain dining room
, the sm

all dining 
room

, the library, the snug in the silo and the 
w

ine room
.  

In keeping w
ith the original design concept, 

the lodge is set up to feel like you are a guest 
in som

eone’s hom
e and every detail has been 

specifically designed w
ith that in m

ind. Julian 
and Josie engaged C

olorado-based interior 
designer Linda Bedell w

ho had w
orked w

ith 

A
fter a long d

ay of exp
loring

, g
uests 

can relax fi
resid

e for d
ining



T
he heated

 infinity p
o

o
l is surro

und
ed

 
w

ith a hand
-laid

 sto
ne terrace and

 
m

ature g
ard

ens

G
uests can relax on the terrace, and 

enjoy the vast vistas of sea and sky, 
w

hich the C
ap

e is fam
ous for

A
ntiq

ue furniture and
 rustic 

elem
ents g

ive the lo
d

g
e’s g

uest 
ro

o
m

s a rural character
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ESCAPE  //  CAPE KIDNAPPERS

them
 on previous projects.

“W
e chose Linda Bedell, a friend and 

designer from
 A

spen, C
olorado, w

ho w
e had 

w
orked w

ith 20 years earlier w
hen w

e built a 
fam

ily vacation hom
e in Sun Valley, Idaho,” 

says Josie. “Linda w
as the ideal person to help 

us as she knew
 us both w

ell and understood 
our dream

. W
e w

anted our guests to feel as if 
they w

ere in a private hom
e, not a com

m
ercial 

establishm
ent. The room

s needed to be cosy 
and com

fortable yet stylish and able to m
eet the 

high expectations of discerning international 
guests com

ing to Cape K
idnappers in search of a 

unique N
ew

 Zealand rural experience.”
Linda w

orked closely w
ith the ow

ners, 
architects and the construction team

 to ensure a 
seam

less design w
as adhered to, encom

passing 
both architectural details and interior design. 

“W
e spent m

onths ironing out all of the 
architectural details of the project,” says Linda. 
“I also w

orked closely w
ith the team

 from
 A

rgon 
C

onstruction. They built a m
odel cottage in one 

of their w
arehouses so that the R

obertson’s and 
I could literally w

alk through and w
ork out all of 

the details.”
Linda w

as the m
ain driver of the interior 

project, from
 the initial design brief to 

specifying all the details, as w
ell as coordinating 

a local team
. Each space has been designed w

ith 
its ow

n individual style, but the overall look 
and feel of the hotel, w

ith its m
any adjoining 

buildings, is consistent. 
The colour palette focuses on neutral and 

earthy tones, w
hile fabrics and m

aterials are 
each introduced for their natural aesthetic and 

constitution. O
ld w

ooden beam
s grace the tall 

lobby entrance, w
hich features stone floors and 

custom
 w

rought-iron chandeliers. The lobby is 
filled w

ith hand-picked antiques, w
hich sets the 

character for the entire com
plex, and from

 here 
the guests can see through the lodge’s internal 
courtyard and loggia and beyond to the cape. 

The hero of the space is undeniably the 
guest room

s, w
hich take advantage of the 

breathtaking panoram
ic view

s and the 

abundance of natural light.
Julian and Josie originally intended to 

create a space w
here visitors could becom

e one 
w

ith the landscape. Their vision has been far 
exceeded and The Farm

 at Cape K
idnappers 

is now
 a place for guests to fall in love w

ith 
H

aw
ke’s Bay, just as the ow

ners did on that 
om

inous first visit to a rem
ote and rocky farm

 
overlooking the Pacific O

cean. 
 

capekidnappers.com

The b
oard and b

atten style of the exterior 
structure is rem

ininsent of trad
itional 

b
arns w

hich once stood on the station
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01 02

03
04

01: Light from ecc.co.nz 02: Gyro pendant from  
dawsonandco.nz 03: Stockholm three-seater sofa from  

ikea.com.au 04: Lorna cushion from shutthefrontdoor.co.nz  
05: Slinky and Zig Zag side tables/stools from marktuckey.com.au  

06: Cowhide from thecowhidecompany.co.nz 07: Chair from 
designwarehouse.co.nz 08: Professor chair from dawsonandco.nz

Get  the Look
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