
G
olf on the edge
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 c
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n
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 c
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 f
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54 C
ape K

idnappers

C
a

p
e

 K
i
d

n
a

p
p

e
r

s
 h

o
l
d

s
 m

y
t

h
i
c

a
l
 s

t
a

t
u

s
 

in the golfing w
orld. T

he unique im
ages 

o
f

 
c

l
i
f
f
-

e
d

g
e

 
f
a

i
r

w
a

y
s

 
s

e
e

m
 

a
l
m

o
s

t
 

i
m

p
o

s
s

i
b

l
e

. 
I

t
’s

 
l
i
k

e
 

a
 

g
o

l
f

 
c

o
u

r
s

e
 

y
o

u
 

m
i
g

h
t

 
s

e
e

 
i
n

 
y

o
u

r
 

d
r

e
a

m
s

, 
o

r
 

i
m

a
g

i
n

e
 

l
a

i
d

 o
u

t
 o

n
 s

o
m

e
 u

n
u

s
u

a
l
 l

o
o

k
i
n

g
 p

i
e

c
e

 o
f

 

l
a

n
d

 w
h

i
l
e

 g
a

z
i
n

g
 o

u
t

 o
f

 y
o

u
r

 a
e

r
o

p
l
a

n
e

 

w
i
n

d
o

w
.

W
h

ic
h

, 
it 

tu
rn

s 
o

u
t, 

is 
e

x
a

c
tly

 
w

h
a

t 

A
m

e
ric

a
n

 
b

illio
n

a
ire

 
Ju

lia
n

 
R

o
b

e
rtso

n
 

did w
hen he first flew

 over this rem
ote 

c
a

p
e

 o
n

 th
e

 E
a

st C
o

a
st o

f N
e

w
 Z

e
a

la
n

d
’s 

N
orth Island. H

ow
ever unlike m

ost, it 
w

a
s a

 c
h

a
lle

n
g

e
 h

e
 w

a
s w

illin
g

 (a
n

d
 a

b
le

, 

thanks in part to a stellar run on the U
S 

stock m
arket 1 ) to take on, even after his 

preferred architect Tom
 D

oak show
ed 

som
e reluctance to be involved. “Julian 

m
ig

h
t te

ll y
o

u
 I p

la
y

e
d

 h
a

rd
 to

 g
e

t o
n

 th
is 

one,” says D
oak, one of the m

ost sought 
a

fte
r g

o
lf c

o
u

rse
 a

rc
h

ite
c

ts in
 th

e
 w

o
rld

 

a
fte

r a
 strin

g
 o

f su
c

c
e

ssfu
l p

ro
je

c
ts e

a
rly

 

in his career. “I knew
 if w

e could build 
another great course on the heels of Pacific 
D

u
n

e
s, 

th
e

n
 

it 
w

o
u

ld
 

b
e

 
m

u
c

h
 

h
a

rd
e

r 

fo
r p

e
o

p
le

 to
 d

ism
iss th

a
t su

c
c

e
ss a

s ju
st 

having a great site. So, C
ape K

idnappers 
[a

n
d

 B
a

rn
b

o
u

g
le

 D
u

n
e

s] w
e

re
 c

ru
c

ia
l in

 

p
u

ttin
g

 m
y

 n
a

m
e

 u
p

 th
e

re
 a

s o
n

e
 o

f th
e

 

best in the business for w
orking w

ith great 
site

s, a
n

d
 th

a
t’s b

e
e

n
 a

 g
re

a
t n

ic
h

e
 fo

r m
e

.” 

It’s a fair understatem
ent – it m

ust drive 
c

o
m

p
e

tin
g

 
a

rc
h

ite
c

ts 
a

 
little

 
c

ra
z

y
 

to
 

see som
e of the sites D

oak has been 
approached 

w
ith 

over 
the 

years, 
but 

he takes each site on its ow
n m

erit and 
b

rin
g

s a
 stro

n
g

 d
e

g
re

e
 o

f p
ra

c
tic

a
lity

 to
 

determ
ine a site’s feasibility. “W

hen I 
arrived in N

apier, they picked m
e up in 

a helicopter and flew
 m

e across to m
eet 

Julian, so the first tim
e I saw

 the site w
as 

a
s y

o
u

 se
e

 it p
ic

tu
re

d
 in

 th
e

 m
a

g
a

z
in

e
s, 

fro
m

 th
e

 a
ir ra

th
e

r th
a

n
 o

n
 th

e
 g

ro
u

n
d

. W
e

 

sp
e

n
t a

ll d
a

y
 o

n
 th

e
 g

ro
u

n
d

, a
n

d
 th

e
n

 a
t 

the end of the day, w
e w

ent back to N
apier 

via an old tw
o-track road, for m

iles and 
m

ile
s w

ith
 a

 b
u

n
c

h
 o

f stre
a

m
 c

ro
ssin

g
s. 

A
ll I could think w

as, this entrance road 
is g

o
in

g
 to

 c
o

st m
o

re
 to

 b
u

ild
 th

a
n

 th
e

 g
o

lf 

c
o

u
rse

!” A
t a

 c
o

o
l $

11 m
illio

n
, it is c

e
rta

in
ly

 

an extravagant drivew
ay, and testam

ent 
to

 th
e

 d
e

te
rm

in
a

tio
n

 re
q

u
ire

d
 to

 b
u

ild
 o

n
 

su
c

h
 a

 re
m

o
te

 site
. 

T
h

e
se

 d
a

y
s, a

 g
o

lf c
a

rt is a
ll y

o
u

 n
e

e
d

 to
 

get around at C
ape K

idnappers, how
ever 

the routing across this difficult terrain is 
rem

arkable and w
alking the course is a 

m
ust, som

ething D
oak w

as keen to ensure 
w

as possible from
 the outset. “W

hen 
I’m

 doing a routing, I am
 alw

ays thinking 
about how

 holes w
ill fit together and w

hat 
earthw

ork w
ill be necessary. M

ost of the 
5

0
0

0
 

a
c

re
s 

is 
q

u
ite

 
ru

g
g

e
d

, 
so

 
ro

u
tin

g
 

the golf course w
as a m

atter of finding 
th

e
 m

o
st g

e
n

tle
 p

a
rt o

f th
e

 p
ro

p
e

rty
. O

n
 

som
e of the m

ore fam
ous holes like 6 and 

12 and 15, the contours didn’t have to be 
c

h
a

n
g

e
d

 m
u

c
h

 a
t a

ll; in
 fa

c
t I p

la
y

e
d

 g
o

lf 

across the fields w
ith m

y crew
 just as w

e 
w

e
re

 sta
rtin

g
 o

u
t, w

h
ic

h
 w

a
s o

n
e

 o
f th

e
 

m
ost m

em
orable rounds I’ve ever played. 

It had been a dry sum
m

er and the fields 
w

e
re

 g
ra

z
e

d
 d

o
w

n
 tig

h
t b

y
 a

ll th
e

 sh
e

e
p

 

and cow
s, so our drives had just as m

uch 
ro

llo
u

t a
s th

e
y

 d
o

 to
d

a
y

, m
a

y
b

e
 m

o
re

. O
n

 

the 6th I hit a sheep standing quite close 
to the stake w

e had placed to m
ark out the 

green, from
 across the ravine 200 yards 

aw
ay – the poor anim

al could not figure 
o

u
t w

h
a

t h
a

d
 h

a
p

p
e

n
e

d
! In

 th
e

 e
n

d
 w

e
 h

a
d

 

to
 p

a
ss u

p
 so

m
e

 sp
e

c
ta

c
u

la
r h

o
le

s b
e

c
a

u
se

 

b
u

ild
in

g
 a

 b
rid

g
e

 a
c

ro
ss a

t c
e

rta
in

 p
o

in
ts 

w
a

s 
ju

st 
n

o
t 

p
ra

c
tic

a
l, 

o
r 

th
e

re
 

w
a

s 
to

o
 

m
uch elevation change to take up.  It w

as 
im

perative to keep the course w
alkable, 

a
n

d
 

o
n

c
e

 
th

e
 

b
rid

g
e

s 
w

e
re

 
b

u
ilt, 

it’s 

actually pretty gentle to w
alk.”

1 In the lead up to the global financial crisis of 2008 som
e savvy investors, including R

obertson, bet big on the U
S housing m

arket collapse by shorting 
subprim

e securities, m
ade fam

ous by H
ollyw

ood in T
he Big Short starring C

hristian Bale, Steve C
arell, R

yan G
osling and Brad Pitt. 

In 2003 R
obertson’s estim

ated net w
orth w

as over $400 m
illion - by M

ay 2015 it w
as estim

ated by Forbes at $3.4 billion.
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  “I’ve played golf w
ith a couple of 

w
ell-know

n m
usicians, and they say 

the process of w
riting a song is pretty 

sim
ilar to w

hat I go through.”

on 5 and especially 6 – a terrific par-3 over 
a valley w

ith a generous landing zone 
and a green that encourages creativity. 
Truly enjoyable golf holes continue over 
valleys and ridges and build out tow

ards 
the fam

ous stretch of holes from
 11 to 16, 

w
hich, for a five hole stretch, w

ould be 
h

a
rd

 to
 to

p
 a

n
y

w
h

e
re

 in
 th

e
 w

o
rld

. If y
o

u
 

c
a

n
 g

e
t o

u
t o

f h
e

re
 w

ith
 th

e
 sa

m
e

 b
a

ll y
o

u
 

started w
ith, you’ve had a bloody good 

run! H
oles 14 and 15, tw

o of the tradem
ark 

ridge-running fairw
ays, dem

and absolute 
accuracy but are still fun to play; even 
a

fte
r h

ittin
g

 tw
o

 b
a

lls in
 a

 ro
w

 o
ff a

 c
liff 

on the ‘Pirate’s Plank’ 15th the experience 

W
h

ile
 

n
a

ilin
g

 
d

o
w

n
 

th
e

se
 

te
c

h
n

ic
a

l 

e
le

m
e

n
ts is a

 c
ru

c
ia

l p
a

rt o
f a

n
 a

rc
h

ite
c

t’s 

ro
le

, 
b

e
in

g
 

a
b

le
 

to
 

h
a

rn
e

ss 
th

e
 

n
a

tu
ra

l 

b
e

a
u

ty
 o

f a
 site

 re
q

u
ire

s a
n

 a
rtistic

 to
u

c
h

, 

p
a

rtic
u

la
rly

 w
h

e
n

 d
e

a
lin

g
 w

ith
 a

 lo
c

a
tio

n
 

as 
iconic 

as 
C

ape 
K

idnappers. 
D

oak 
explains: “W

hen you’re near the ocean on 
hole 12 or 15, you look dow

n at H
aw

kes Bay 
and you can see the w

aves com
ing in from

 
m

iles out, like ripples on a pond after you 
throw

 a rock in. It took a lot of restraint not 
to

 b
u

ild
 fe

a
tu

re
s th

a
t m

e
sse

d
 w

ith
 th

e
 lo

n
g

 

horizon lines of the site... the first couple 
of bunkers w

e built looked like pim
ples on 

th
e

 la
n

d
sc

a
p

e
. W

e
 h

a
d

 to
 a

d
a

p
t, a

n
d

 lim
it 

o
u

r 
fe

a
tu

re
s 

to
 

p
la

c
e

s 
w

h
e

re
 

th
e

y
 

h
u

n
g

 

dow
n into the valleys, or off the edge of 

th
e

 w
o

rld
. B

u
t in

 d
o

in
g

 so
, w

e
 m

a
n

a
g

e
d

 to
 

keep the focus on the natural w
onders of 

th
e

 site
.”

T
h

is a
rtistic

 sid
e

 o
f th

e
 p

ro
fe

ssio
n

 is w
h

e
re

 

th
e

 
m

o
st 

n
o

tic
e

a
b

le
 

im
p

re
ssio

n
 

o
n

 
th

e
 

casual golfer is m
ade, and it’s w

here D
oak 

re
a

lly
 se

p
a

ra
te

s h
im

se
lf fro

m
 m

a
n

y
 o

f h
is 

contem
poraries. “I’ve played golf w

ith a 
couple of w

ell-know
n m

usicians, and they 
sa

y
 th

e
 p

ro
c

e
ss o

f w
ritin

g
 a

 so
n

g
 is p

re
tty

 

sim
ilar to w

hat I go through. Som
etim

es 
they’ll w

ake up w
ith a long string of lyrics 

o
r m

u
sic

 in
 th

e
ir h

e
a

d
s, a

n
d

 so
m

e
tim

e
s 

they’ll have to piece it together over a long 
period, even borrow

ing a piece they’d been 
w

orking on years ago for a different song. 
I’ve done the sam

e thing in finding golf 
holes to fit the ground.”

Playing the course, the first tee takes us 
inland, w

ith a relatively sedate tee shot then 
requiring a brave approach over a valley 
a

n
d

 
a

ro
u

n
d

 
so

m
e

 
c

la
ssic

, 
in

tim
id

a
tin

g
 

D
oak bunkering. Bravery is som

ething 
th

a
t 

b
e

c
o

m
e

s 
in

c
re

a
sin

g
ly

 
im

p
o

rta
n

t 

th
ro

u
g

h
o

u
t th

e
 ro

u
n

d
, a

s y
o

u
 e

d
g

e
 a

ro
u

n
d

 

the farm
 and get a taste of the w

ater view
s 
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T
he m

orning sun releaves the rugged yet 
inticing landscape. 

d
o

e
sn

’t 
su

ffe
r. 

In
 

fa
c

t 
it’s 

im
p

o
ssib

le
 

to
 

get too grum
py at C

ape K
idnappers – the 

course is too m
uch fun, and a quick glance 

at the scenery in any direction w
ill have 

lost balls soon forgotten. M
ost groups w

ill 
linger on the 15th green and 16th tee for 
photographs and to soak up the stunning 
la

n
d

sc
a

p
e

 –
 a

 n
ic

e
 to

u
c

h
 h

e
re

 is th
a

t th
e

 

g
e

n
e

ro
u

s 
c

o
u

rse
 

sc
h

e
d

u
lin

g
 

a
llo

w
s 

fo
r 

such m
id-round breaks. You can even take 

a
n

 h
o

u
r (o

r tw
o

) fo
r lu

n
c

h
 a

fte
r 9

 h
o

le
s if 

y
o

u
 d

e
sire

, w
ith

 th
e

 sta
ff h

e
re

 g
e

n
u

in
e

ly
 

w
anting you to m

ake a day of it.

 
Tee-shot 

selfies 
aside, 

the 
16th 

is 
a 

cracking par-5, w
ith a risk/rew

ard drive 
fo

llo
w

e
d

 b
y

 a
n

 e
n

tic
in

g
 se

c
o

n
d

 sh
o

t to
 a

n
 

elevated green – fall a little short though 
and there are deep bunkers w

aiting to 
punish those w

ho really should have laid 
up. A

nd punished you w
ill be: the bunker 

sand throughout is coarse and difficult to 
get a feel for, w

hich can m
ake for costly 

‘flyers’ over cliff tops (or so I’ve heard). 
T

he hom
e stretch of tw

o challenging par-
4s 

m
eans 

keeping 
your 

concentration 
up is im

portant, even if you’re no longer 
perched at the edge of land above H

aw
kes 

B
a

y
. 

C
ape K

idnappers is a hugely enjoyable 
loop from

 start to finish, as long as you’re 
O

K
 w

ith a few
 calls of “I didn’t see that 

la
n

d
 m

a
te

” a
s y

o
u

 w
a

tc
h

 y
o

u
r b

a
ll sa

il o
ff 

into the ocean. T
he key here is to savour 

the challenge and soak up one of the m
ost 

a
m

a
z

in
g

 la
n

d
sc

a
p

e
s in

 N
e

w
 Z

e
a

la
n

d
.



Life at The Farm
 

O
n

 
site

 
a

c
c

o
m

m
o

d
a

tio
n

 
a

t 
‘T

h
e

 
F

a
rm

’ 

brings w
orld-class service and a heavy 

d
o

se
 o

f ra
w

 lu
x

u
ry

 th
is c

o
rn

e
r o

f N
Z

. T
h

e
 

a
tte

n
tio

n
 to

 d
e

ta
il is in

c
re

d
ib

le
, a

n
d

 th
e

 

th
o

u
g

h
tfu

l u
se

 o
f lo

c
a

l m
a

te
ria

ls a
lo

n
g

 w
ith

 

a w
elcom

ing, hom
ely layout m

akes any 
stay one to rem

em
ber. Sinking into one of 

th
e

 c
o

m
fy

 c
o

u
c

h
e

s in
 th

e
 c

lu
b

h
o

u
se

 w
ith

 

a G
&

T
 and gazing out over H

aw
kes Bay, 

it’s easy to see yourself spending a w
eek 

here doing not m
uch at all. Surrounded 

by natural light, heavy stone, raw
 tim

ber, 
leather rugs and heavily textured m

aterials, 
it’s lu

x
u

ry
 w

ith
o

u
t th

e
 b

lin
g

. 

T
h

e
 

ro
o

m
s 

a
re

 
n

o
 

e
x

c
e

p
tio

n
, 

w
ith

 
a

 

tastefully decorated cloud-like Super K
ing 

bed, private balcony w
ith view

s over the 
b

a
y

, 
a

n
d

 
u

n
d

e
rsta

te
d

 
F

re
n

c
h

 
d

o
o

rs 
a

n
d

 

w
indow

s all m
aking for a relaxing retreat. 

T
he push-button fireplace, atm

ospheric 
lig

h
tin

g
 

a
n

d
 

fre
e

 
m

in
ib

a
r 

a
d

d
 

to
 

th
e

 

a
m

b
ie

n
c

e
 

a
t 

n
ig

h
t. 

A
fte

r 
o

n
e

 
to

o
 

m
a

n
y

 

nightcaps on the balcony, the starry sky 
beckons: w

ith alm
ost no light pollution in 

this pocket of the planet, the M
ilky W

ay 
can be seen w

ith the naked eye. A
 pretty 

n
e

a
t w

a
y

 to
 e

n
d

 a
 d

a
y

 o
n

 th
e

 c
a

p
e

.


