


Cape Kidnappers

Cape Kidnappers holds mythical status
in the golfing world. The unique images
of cliff-edge fairways seem almost
impossible. 1t’s like a golf course you
might see in your dreams, or imagine
laid out on some unusual looking piece of
land while gazing out of your aeroplane
window.

Which, it turns out, is exactly what
American billionaire Julian Robertson
did when he first flew over this remote
cape on the East Coast of New Zealand’s
North Tsland. However unlike most, it
was a challenge he was willing (and able,
thanks in part to a stellar run on the US
stock market') to take on, even after his
preferred architect Tom Doak showed
“Julian
might tell you I played hard to get on this

some reluctance to be involved.

one,” says Doak, one of the most sought
after golf course architects in the world
after a string of successful projects early
in his career. “I knew if we could build
another great course on the heels of Pacific
Dunes, then it would be much harder
for people to dismiss that success as just
having a great site. So, Cape Kidnappers
[and Barnbougle Dunes| were crucial in

putting my name up there as one of the
best in the business for working with great
sites, and that’sbeen a great niche for me.”

It’s a fair understatement — it must drive
competing architects a little crazy to
see some of the sites Doak has been
approached with over the years, but
he takes each site on its own merit and
brings a strong degree of practicality to
determine a site’s feasibility. “When I
arrived in Napier, they picked me up in
a helicopter and flew me across to meet
Julian, so the first time I saw the site was
as you sce it pictured in the magazines,
from the air rather than on the ground. We
spent all day on the ground, and then at
the end of the day, we went back to Napier
via an old two-track road, for miles and
miles with a bunch of stream crossings.
All'T could think was, this entrance road
is going to cost more to build than the golf
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course!” Ata cool $11 million, it is certainly
an extravagant driveway, and testament
to the determination required to build on

sucharemote site.

These days, a golf cart is all you need to
get around at Cape Kidnappers, however
the routing across this difficult terrain is
remarkable and walking the course is a

must, something Doak was keen to ensure
was possible from the outset. “When
I'm doing a routing, I am always thinking
about how holes will fit together and what
carthwork will be necessary. Most of the
5000 acres is quite rugged, so routing
the golf course was a matter of finding
the most gentle part of the property. On
some of the more famous holes like 6 and
12 and 15, the contours didn’t have to be
changed much at all; in fact T played golf
across the fields with my crew just as we
were starting out, which was one of the
most memorable rounds I've ever played.
It had been a dry summer and the fields
were grazed down tight by all the sheep
and cows, so our drives had just as much
rollout as they do today, maybe more. On
the 6th I hit a sheep standing quite close
to the stake we had placed to mark out the
green, from across the ravine 200 yards
away — the poor animal could not figure
out what had happened! In the end we had
to pass up some spectacular holes because
building a bridge across at certain points
was just not practical, or there was too
much elevation change to take up. It was
imperative to keep the course walkable,
and once the bridges were built, it’s
actually pretty gentle to walk.”
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'Inthelead up to the global financial crisis of 2008 some savvy investors, including Robertson, bet big on the US housing market collapse by shorting
subprime securities, made famous by Hollywood in The Big Short starring Christian Bale, Steve Carell, Ryan Gosling and Brad Pitt.
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In2003 Robertson’s estimated net worth was over $400 million - by May 2015 it was estimated by Forbes at $3.4 billion.




While nailing down these technical
clements is a crucial part of an architect’s
role, being able to harness the nat
beauty of a site requires an artistic touct
particularly when dealing with a location
as iconic as Cape Kidnappers. Doak
explains: “When you're near the ocean on
hole 12 0r 15, youlook down at Hawkes Bay
and you can see the waves coming in from
miles out, like ripples on a pond after you
throw arockin. Ittookalot of restraint not
tobuild features that messed with the long
horizon lines of the site... the first couple
of bunkers we built looked like pimples on

the landscape. We had to adapt, and
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our features to places where they hung
down into the valleys, or off the edge of
the world. But in doing so, we managed to
keep the focus on the natural wonders of

thesite.”

This artistic side of the profession is where
the most noticeable impression on the
casual golfer is made, and it’s where Doak
really separates himself from many of his
contemporaries. “I've played golf with a
couple of well-known musicians, and they
say the process of writing a song is pretty
similar to what I go through. Sometimes

they’ll wake up with a long string of lyrics

or music in their heads, and sometimes
they’ll have to piece it together over along
period, evenborrowing apiece they'dbeen
working on years ago for a different song.
I've done the same thing in finding golf

holes to fit the ground.”

Playing the course, the first tee takes us
inland, witharelatively sedate tee shot then
requiring a brave approach over a valley
and around some classic, intimidating
Doak bunkering. Bravery is something
that becomes increasingly important
throughout the round, as you edge around

the farm and get a taste of the water views

“I've plaryed golf with a couple of

well-known musicians, and they say

the process of writing a song is pretty

similar to what I go through.”

on 5 and especially 6 - a terrific par-3
a valley with a generous landing zone
and a green that encourages creativity
Truly enjoyable golf holes continue over
valleys and ridges and build out towar
the famous stretch of holes from 11 to 16,
which, for a five hole stretch, would be
hard to top anywhere in the world. If you
2t out of here with the same ball you
started with, you've had a bloody good
run! Holes 14 and 15, two of the trademark
ridge-running fairways, demand absolut
accuracy but are still fun to play; even
after hitting two balls in a row off a cliff
on the ‘Pirate’s I 15th the experience
>
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The morning sun releaves the rugged vet
inticing landscap

doesn’t suffer. In fact it’s impossible to

get too grumpy at Cape Kidnappers — the

course is too much fun, and a quick glance
at the scenery in any direction will have
lost balls soon forgotten. Most groups will
linger on the 15th green and 16th tee for
photographs and to soak up the stunning
landscape - a nice touch here is that the

ourse scheduling allows for
such mid-round breaks. You can even tak
an hour (or two) for lunch after ¢ holes if
you desire, with the staff here genuinely

ting you to make a day of it.

Tee-shot selfies aside, the 16th is a
cracking par-5, with a risk/reward drive
followed by an enticing second shot to an
clevated green — fall a little short though
and there are deep bunkers waiting to
punish those who really should have laid
up. And punished you will be: the bunker
sand throughout is coarse and difficult to
get a feel for, which can make for costly

‘flyers’ over cliff tops (or so I've heard

The home stretch of two challenging par-
4s means keeping your concentration
up is important, even if you're no longer

perched at the edge of land above Hawkes

Bay.

Cape Kidnappers is a hugely enjoyable
loop from start to finish, as long as you're
OK with a few calls of “I didn’t see that
land mate” as you watch your ball sail off
into the ocean. The key here is to savour

up one of the most

amazing landscapes in New Zealand.



Life at The Farm

On site accommodation at ‘The Farm’
brings world-class service and a heavy
dose of raw luxury this corner of NZ. The
attention to detail is incredible, and the
thoughtfuluse of local materials along with
a welcoming, homely layout makes any

v.g% one to remember. g into one of

the comfy couches in the clubhouse with
a G&T and gazing out over Hawkes Bay,
it’s easy to see yourself spending a week

here doing not much at all. Surrounded

by natural light, heavy stone, raw timber,
leather rugs and heavily textured materials,

it’s luxury without the bling.

he rooms are no exception, with a
tastefully decorated cloud-like Super King
bed, private balcony with views over the
bay, and understated French doors and
windows all making for a relaxing retreat.
The push-button fireplace, atmospheric
lighting and free minibar add to the
ambience at night. After one too many
nightcaps on the balcony, the starry sky
beckons: with almost no light pollution in
this pocket of the planet, the Milky Way
can be seen with the naked eye. A pretty

neat way to end aday on the cape.




