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UNIQUE WEDDING
D E S T I N AT I O N S
FROM A HELI-WEDDING IN NEW ZEALAND TO AN ICY IGLOO CEREMONY IN
CANADA, THESE ARE SOME OF THE MOST UNIQUE WAYS TO SAY ‘I DO'
WORDS: SONJA STEPHEN-WILLN
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S AY ‘ I D O ’
HIGH ABOVE
T H E M O U N TA I N
T O P S AT T H E
M ATA K A U R I
LODGE IN
QUEENSTOWN,
NEW ZEALAND
If you’re looking for a thrilling
wedding with the most incredible
backdrop, this little luxury gem will
tick many of your wish list boxes. The
award winning lakeside retreat offers
a Heli-Wedding package, which sees
you tying the knot on top of a nearby
glacier. Matakauri Lodge take care
of all of the planning for you such
as, arranging a marriage celebrant,
marriage certificate, wedding
photographer and other special
touches, meaning you can enjoy your
day stress-free. Your wedding will
begin with a scenic helicopter flight
over Lake Wakatipu and mountain
range The Remarkables. Once you’ve
taken in the breathtaking views you’ll
land on The Ledge, a flat plateau
rock almost 1,500 metres up above
the ground, and this is where your
service will take place. With cliff
drops on three sides, this gift from
nature provides not only amazing
views but also some pretty incredible
photograph opportunities too. (And
before you start worrying about
how this location might mean you’ll
be getting married in hiking boots,
Matakauri Lodge have assured us
that brides can wear heels!). After
the exhilarating nuptials, you will be
whisked back to the serene retreat
where you can either enjoy the luxury
of your Deluxe Suite or go in search
of more thrill seeking activities in
nearby Queenstown – the birthplace
of bungee jumping!
Matakaurilodge.com
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The ultimate guide to

icking the perfect venue for your wedding day is one of the biggest, and quite
possibly toughest, decisions you’ll make as an engaged couple. It’s important that
it’s somewhere you both love, it suits your theme, accommodates your guest-list,
doesn’t blow your budget and helps to make your big day one of the best of your
life. And while traditional is perfect for some, it’s not for all, so if you’re struggling
to picture yourself walking down the aisle inside a stunning ballroom or on a picturesque
beach, why not allow your imagination to run wild and let your inner thrill seeker choose
the perfect venue for you. Read on to be inspired by our pick of some of the most unique
destinations to tie the knot.
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S A I L AWAY T O
M A R I TA L B L I S S
IN A HOT AIR
BALLOON OVER
THE DUBAI
DESERT SANDS,
UAE

The stunning Hotel Metropole Monte Carlo offers the chance to experience the most beautiful day of your life in the most unique setting – under water! As part
of their bespoke series of luxury experiences, entitled ‘Just For You’, the hotel gives the incredible opportunity to have a wedding day with a magical underwater
backdrop. Award-winning freediver Pierre Frolla, a group of professional divers and an officiant will be there with you and up to 22 guests for the ceremony on the
sea bed. There’s even an alter down there and, to make the whole experience just a bit more enchanting, the wedding rings are placed inside a seashell. Ceremony
complete, the VIP experience carries on above-water with a reception in the hotel’s beautiful gardens or in the pool-side restaurant, which was designed by a certain
Mr. Karl Lagerfeld. A truly unforgettable experience and quite possibly the most original and breathtaking wedding photographs ever.
Metropole.com
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A FA I R Y TA L E U N D E R WAT E R W E D D I N G I N M O N T E C A R L O , M O N A C O

There’s no need to travel far and
wide to add a bit of an extra wow to
your wedding day, because Balloon
Adventures Emirates offers a truly
unique way to exchange your vows
– up in a hot air balloon. Imagine
flying away in matrimonial bliss right
here in the UAE, floating in the skies
one kilometre above Dubai’s pristine
desert sands. The experience begins
in luxury with the bride and groom
walking down a red carpet to where
a 1963 Bentley will be waiting to
chauffeur you to the balloon departure
site. From there it’s up, up and away,
where you’ll fly with falcons and see
roaming camels, galloping gazelles
and the mighty Arabian Oryx below
you – and also, most importantly,
say ‘I do’. The balloons can carry
up to 24 people, which means
your loved ones can be a part of
your magical day too. After your
airborne adventure, when you are
firmly back on the ground, you and
your guests will be transported by
1950s Land Rovers to a traditional,
private Bedouin camp for a gourmet
wedding breakfast, which will feature
decadent treats including caviar,
smoked salmon and eggs benedict.
Ballooning.ae
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A WINTER WONDERLAND
W E D D I N G AT H O T E L D E
GLACE, CANADA
If you're looking to really break tradition, exchanging your vows in
a structure made entirely out of snow and ice is certainly one way to
do it. The extraordinary Hotel de Glace, located a few miles from
Canada’s Quebec City, fully deserves its place on our unique wedding
locations list. Built entirely out of snow and ice, this is the place to book
for the ultimate winter wonderland wedding day. Outside is a stunning
and intricate icy structure, which is redesigned and rebuilt every single
winter, while inside, you will find all the romance and exoticism you
could dream of for your big day. A candle-lit aisle and altar, a violinist,
reindeer-skin seating – it’s as magical as it sounds. Following the
ceremony and celebrations you and your husband can stay in one of
the hotel’s deluxe suites to carry on your icy adventure. The ultimate
white wedding and, again, imagine the beautiful pictures – a complete
Instagram hit.
Hoteldeglace-canada.com
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E X C H A N G E V O W S O N C L O U D N I N E W I T H D I N N E R I N T H E S K Y,
AROUND THE WORLD
The sky is quite literally the limit when it comes to choosing your dream wedding venue thanks to Dinner in the Sky. The unique concept offers the chance to have
a traditional ceremony – an officiant, friends and family, live music, a wedding breakfast – in the clouds. A ‘flying’ platform will take to the sky, where it will then
stay suspended 50 metres above-ground, guaranteeing your wedding day will be different, memorable and most of all thrilling. The idea launched 10 years ago
in Brussels and has proved to be such a big hit that there are now more than 60 platforms in the skies of 55 countries, from Europe to Australia, India, Japan and
China, to South-Africa, Brazil, Mexico, the USA, to even right here in the UAE. If your big dream is to say ‘I do’ above one of the world’s most magical places –
from the Strip of Las Vegas to the Dubai Marina – this could be just the ticket. Plus, if you’re feeling extra daring, you could even choose to start your married life
together with a tandem bungee jump off the side of the platform.
Dinnerinthesky.com
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B E W I L D AT H E A R T AT S A N C T U A R Y M A K A N YA N E , S O U T H A F R I C A
If your dream is for your wedding day to be exclusive and everything city life is not, you don’t need to look further than the heart of the African bush.
Sanctuary Makanyane Safari Lodge is a romantic paradise offering a full safari wedding package with wildlife on tap, gourmet food and luxury
accommodation all thrown in. From a glorious altar underneath an ancient Tamboti tree, to nuptials on the banks of the Marico River overlooking the
resident wildlife, you’re really given the chance to walk on the wedding wild side here. You and your groom will be spoilt for choice as for where to say
your vows, with 4,450 acres of stunning private African savannah to choose from. And whether you want a private ceremony for just the two of you or a
big banquet with your friends and family, the team here promise to create a stunning and perfect day just for you. There can’t be many wedding venues
that invite you to enjoy your first night as Mr and Mrs sleeping-out under the stars – or allow giraffes on the guest list.n
Sanctuaryretreats.com
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